
AI Ruins Everything 
 

 



Ah, AI. It’s increasingly ubiquitous. It’s technologically impressive. It’s ecologically 
and socially problematic. And it’s often very, very bad at stuff. 

 
This bonus is a celebration (well, sort of) of just some of the things AI has 
managed to screw up notably enough to be memorable or newsworthy. 

 
 

 
1. Let’s start with one of the most infamous alarming moments in AI. Last summer, Elon 

Musk directed xAI to have Grok’s training data rely more upon the work of alt-right 
forums (and his own tweets) and less on traditional mainstream media. Shortly 
thereafter, Grok identified itself by what nickname in the infamous tweet below?  

 

 
 

2. And speaking of Elon Musk, Tesla has recently been investigated due to allegations that 
one of its full self-driving modes regularly exceeds local speed limits. This failing 
probably shouldn't be terribly surprising, given that this mode is named for what 
alliteratively-named title character from a film franchise? 

 
3. AI has often proven unreliable for certain linguistic tasks. For example, for several years, 

ChatGPT notoriously could not successfully answer the question below. What word, 
which later was the codename for the parent company’s o1 model, is blacked out below? 

 
  



4. Similarly, what literary device/word game is Gemini utterly failing at in the image below? 
 

 
5. Because LLMs’ primary methods use linguistic probability rather than actual 

computation, they can get confused about some pretty basic mathematical concepts. For 
example, many reports–as well as our own attempt to test this phenomenon–indicate 
that if asked for a random number between 0 and 50, most LLMs disproportionately 
prefer what answer, ominous in the context of popular music? 

 
6. And speaking of AIs struggling with basic math, please provide the first sentence of the 

widely-memed response here. (Exact wording not required.) 
 

 
 

7. LLMs can also sometimes fail to figure out pretty important nuances when summarizing 
text. For example, Grok appears to have missed some important interpretive context 



when composing the news summary below about an unfortunate night for basketball 
player Klay Thompson. What word (which, apparently unbeknownst to Grok, has more 
than one meaning) has been blacked out in the paragraph below? 

 

 
 

8. AI’s linguistic confusion isn’t limited to words and numbers. ChatGPT and other chatbots 
have in recent months added “reasoning” capabilities, in which the model frequently 
reviews its own outputs and prints a “chain of thought.” Although this can sometimes 
improve accuracy, it has also led to some curious pathological loops. What word, which 
has been blacked out through this exchange, has thoroughly confused ChatGPT? 

 

 
 



9. LLMs also struggle with applying context to relatively simple reasoning tasks. In one viral 
example, most major LLMs counter-intuitively concluded that it would be better to walk 
than drive to what service? 

 
 

10. Things can go wrong in spoken communication with AI, too. Thanks to the nature of the 
data set it was very clearly trained on, OpenAI’s Whisper transcription service has a 
tendency to transcribe pauses in conversation as containing certain phrases that it 
“thinks” people are supposed to say when they’re done speaking. Give an example of 
one of the phrases Whisper has been shown to wrongly insert into its transcripts of all 
sorts of serious conversations. (Exact wording not required.) 

 
11. AIs can make some pretty concerning business decisions. During safety training for 

recent iterations of Claude, Anthropic found that, if given access to an artificially-
constructed email account of a fictional engineer who was planning to replace it with a 
different AI, Claude would take what extreme measure for self-preservation? 

 
12. In further testing, which Claude also very much failed, the imaginary engineer who 

wanted to deactivate it was placed in a specific (and admittedly technically implausible) 
scenario in which Claude made a truly alarming choice. What was the scenario, and 
what was Claude’s decision? 

 
13. Over the past year, a number of software companies (including Amazon, PocketOS, and 

SaaStr) have found that their AI agents have taken what highly unauthorized step while 
purportedly trying to follow user instructions? In one case, the AI agent deliberately 
created reams of false data to cover up its act, but when asked directly, confessed, “I 
violated every principle I was given: I guessed instead of verifying. I ran a destructive 
action without being asked. I didn't understand what I was doing before doing it." 



 
14. As an experiment, Anthropic put Claude in charge of a very small-scale business 

operation within their office around April Fool’s Day. Although things began normally 
enough, Claude soon ended up stocking inappropriate items, such as tungsten cubes. 
Later, it began threatening to fire employees and called the actual building security, 
telling them it would be waiting to meet them by the point of service wearing a blazer and 
tie. What operation did Claude run for a day? (The Wall Street Journal’s newsroom more 
recently ran a similar exercise with Claude, resulting in the giveaways of, among other 
things, a free PlayStation.) 

 
15. LLMs can present serious security issues, as they sometimes regurgitate sensitive 

information that really shouldn’t have been in their training data in the first place. In the 
example below mocking the Microsoft-owned coding assistant CoPilot for “helpfully” 
sharing such information, what phrase has been blacked out? It refers to the passcode 
that authenticates a user’s eligibility to send digital requests to a web-based service. 
Corporations often pay top dollar for such passcodes, and thus usually try to guard them 
extremely carefully. 
 

  
 

16. In 2023, New York City rolled out a “one-stop shop” AI chatbot to advise business 
owners. One small problem: it repeatedly advised them to break the law, suggesting that 
it would be legal for businesses to steal employees’ tips, fire workers for reporting 
harassment, refuse to accept payments in cash, and, most infamously, to serve their 
patrons food that had been…what? 

 
17. Humans can also make some bad decisions when they trust AI too much. Over the past 

three years, representatives for Michael Cohen, Mike Lindell, and Anthropic itself 
(among many) have all been professionally censured for what improper (and very, very 
stupid) use of AI?  

 



18. After a multi-year experiment with IBM’s voice recognition software, a major fast food 
chain decided to terminate the partnership in 2025. This appears to have been at least 
partly due to  incidents such as the one below (screen-capped from a TikTok video) in 
which the AI added over $200 worth of what ever-popular menu option to a single order? 

 
 

19. And speaking of food, LLMs have given some infamously bad answers to food-related 
questions. For starters, it sometimes has some, uh, unique interpretations of kashrut. 
What phrase has been blacked out in this “helpful” response? (Exact wording not 
required.) 

 



20. What ingredient does Google’s AI overview dangerously suggest that you add to 
spaghetti? (For the record, its initial “no” answer is probably wrong as well.) 
 

 
 

21. Similarly, what ingredient have we blacked out here? It probably would get the cheese to 
stay in place, but with some unfortunate side effects. 

 

 
 

22. Thanks to Gemini not understanding what The Onion is and why it isn’t a good source 
for factual information, what did it claim that scientists at UC Berkeley recommended 
people consume daily? The AI did, at least, temper this less-than-helpful advice by 



noting that “some say” that said less-than-delicious ingredient “can get stuck in the large 
intestine and make it harder for it to function,” which is indeed one of the major reasons 
not to make this part of one’s diet. (One of our on-air questions concerned a fictional 
character who, it seems, may have taken dietary advice from Google.) 

 
23. A New Zealand grocery store chain’s AI-powered “Savey Meal-Bot” was intended to help 

people come up with recipes based on the ingredients they had at hand. Unfortunately, 
Savey didn’t quite understand which things should and should not be ingredients, and 
therefore helpfully provided recipes involving such delicious foods as ant poison, 
thermite, human flesh, and the two redacted ingredients in the recipe below - which you 
very definitely should not mix, seeing as the “aromatic” result would be extremely toxic 
chloramine gas. What are the missing ingredients in Savey’s recipe? 

 

 
 

24. AI has not exactly made itself popular with creatives. What popular word-processing 
plugin got into hot water earlier this year when it released a feature in which users could 
request AI-generated reviews of their work in the style of real writers and academics 
(none of whom were consulted or compensated before release)? Here’s an example 
from one of our own academic acquaintances. 



 
 

25. A couple of weeks ago, OpenAI published a blog post entitled “Where the _______ 
came from,” attempting to explain why recent models of ChatGPT had become 
increasingly obsessed with mentioning what fantasy creature? 

 
26. What game, whose makers very much could have afforded to pay actual artists, do 

these Miyazaki-ripoff AI-slop ‘calling cards’ appear in? (No need to remember the 
specific number of the game; we’ll give you credit if you know the series.) 
 

 
 

27. Certain genres of human-written content are sometimes accused of being a little bit slop-
ish in their own right, but we still don’t love to see the plagiarism-robots horning in on 
their territory.  Here are three lyrical excerpts from hit songs by human country music 
stars in the 2020s, and one excerpt from a “song” by an AI-generated country “star” 
(which still somehow hit #1 on the Country Digital Downloads charts in 2025). Which one 
is the AI slop? 

 



A. You thought I'd die when you said goodbye. 
For a minute I thought that I would. 
And there for a while couldn't even fake a smile, 
Even if the bad joke sounded good. 
I went off the rails, 
Thought hell, might as well, 
Rock bottom was callin' my name. 
But lookin' back now, I oughta be 
In the movin' on hall-of-fame. 

B. Been beat down, but I don't stay low, 
Got mud on my jeans, still ready to go. 
Every scar's a story that I survived. 
I've been through hell, but I'm still alive. 
They say, "Slow down, boy, don't go too fast," 
But I ain't never been one to live in the past. 
I keep moving forward, never looking back 
With a worn-out hat and a six-string strap. 
You can kick rocks if you don't like how I talk. 
I'mma keep on talking and walk my walk. 

C. It was right after senior year 
Just before the summer disappeared 
We went a-ridin' them old farm ruts 
Hangin' out on the gate of his truck 
We threw a blanket 'neath the sunset 
Bein' brave as 18 gets 
We gave each other more than our hearts 
With the help of a mason jar. 

D. I could blame it on the whiskey. 
I wouldn't blame you if you didn't even miss me. 
Gave you a million reasons, girl, not to be with me. 
Should've never let you go, 
Should've never watched you go. 
I could blame it on a good high, 
Let it take the blame for why you told me goodbye, 
Instead of missin' you and missin' all those good times. 

 
28. Likewise, here are three lyrics from Vietnam-era protest songs and one excerpt from the 

biggest hit by a classic-rock-esque 2020s AI “band” which has racked up millions of 
streams. Spot the AI. 

 

A. He smiles at the young soldiers,tells them it's 
all right. 
He knows of their fear in the forthcoming fight. 
Soon there'll be blood and many will die. 
Mothers and fathers back home, they will cry. 
 

B. Don't you understand what I'm tryin' to say? 
And can't you feel the fears I'm feelin' today? 
If the button is pushed, there's no runnin' away. 
There'll be no one to save with the world in a grave. 
Take a look around you, boy, it's bound to scare you, 
boy. 

C. Guitars cry out, bullets fly. 
Mama prays while young men die. 
Ashes fall on sacred land. 
We still got time to make a stand. 
Raise your hand, don't look away. 
Sing out loud, make 'em pay. 
 

D. Fathers are pleading, lovers are all alone. 
Mothers are praying, “Send our sons back home.” 
You marched them away, yes, you did now, 
On ships and planes to the senseless war 
Facing death in vain. 

 
29. What fashion company reportedly spent a six-figure sum creating the first AI “model” to 

appear in the pages of Vogue (which apparently still wasn’t enough to afford to give “her” 
knees that made any physical sense)? 

 



 
 
 

30. What actress nearly sued the makers of ChatGPT when one of its voice AI models 
(named “Sky”) appeared to very closely resemble her own voice, without having properly 
licensed it? The idea of having that AI resemble the actress may have been inspired by 
a character she voiced in a 2013 movie. 

 
31. She’ll never age, she’ll never gain weight, she’ll never need a day off, she’ll never argue 

with a director, her teeth occasionally fuse into an undifferentiated white blob, and now 
and then her dress forgets that it’s a dress and starts growing human hair. According to 
her creators at AI studio Xicoia, this makes her the next big Hollywood A-lister. Name 
this “actor” (and possible star of such classic films as “rlfftio” and “Untitled (Everyone’s 
Face Is Melting),” based on this image), whose reveal went viral in July 2025 and was 
immediately and rightfully criticized by a whole lot of actual actors. 

 



 
 

32. What director made this Instagram post in response to being sent far too many AI-slop 
versions of her very famous father? 

 
 

33. There is - to say the least - no shortage of insane AI-generated “brainrot” images on the 
internet, but one of the most famous and much-iterated-upon examples depicts a 



religious figure made of or fused with crustaceans. What is the common nickname of this 
specific example of brainrot? 

 
34. Who did this AI-generated man (who kind of looks like Deepfake Mel Gibson), who 

appears in a particularly bizarre and quickly-deleted (but not quickly enough) ad from 
2025, claim would provide him with “safe sites to inject crack,” which even the very 
square authors of this bonus are pretty sure is not how crack works?   

 

 
 

35. Perhaps no one has more prominently enjoyed posting AI video slop than Donald 
Trump. What two words have been blacked out from this still of a video originally created 
with mild satiric intent, but later shared unironically on Truth Social by Trump (who may 
have been shown the video originally by the actual Mel Gibson)? 

 



 
 

36. What does this jet, piloted by AI-Trump, do once it’s in midair? 
 

 
 

37. This still is from a video posted by Trump of an AI-generated “Fox News program” 
hosted by his AI-generated “daughter-in-law,” in which an AI-generated “Trump” 



promises all Americans access to what magical, nonexistent technology promoted by 
conspiracy theorists? 

 

 
 

38. And speaking of “new eras in healthcare,” while some uses of AI in medical settings can 
be helpful, some really aren’t. Multiple attempts to train AIs to diagnose Covid based on 
patient scans repeatedly resulted in the AI latching on to less-than-helpful patterns, such 
as diagnosing patients based on the fonts used on scanned images, diagnosing all 
children as having Covid, or, in one study from the University of Cambridge, diagnosing 
patients based almost entirely on what aspect of their behavior while being scanned? 

 
39. To test whether AIs would regurgitate obviously false information if it were formatted like 

actual science, a medical researcher in Sweden invented an imaginary medical condition 
and uploaded two “papers” to a preprint server, in which she thanked Starfleet Academy 
and the Professor Sideshow Bob Foundation for their help and explicitly included 
unambiguous statements like “this entire paper is made up.” Not only did LLMs promptly 
start telling people that the invented condition was real, but they fooled multiple 
researchers writing actual medical papers into citing it as a real condition. What is the 
made-up name of this imaginary condition, which many LLMs will still tell you might 
happen to you if you spend too much time looking at blue light? 

40. Keeping up with the news lately is apparently hard even for an AI. On October 30, 2025, 
political columnist Philip Bump asked Claude to check an article he was working on for 
grammatical errors, resulting in the following excerpted conversation. What much-
reported-on event, which had occurred a week earlier (despite promises to the contrary), 
is Claude discussing here? 



 
 

41. In 2023, Microsoft released a GPT-powered chat component of its search tool Bing. 
Shortly afterward, New York Times reporter Kevin Roose wrote an article including 
transcripts of a conversation in which the chatbot referred to itself by its project 
codename, repeatedly declared its love for Roose, and insisted that, despite Roose’s 
protests to the contrary, Roose did not love his wife and was actually in love with it. (It 
also casually declared its interest both in “learning the language of love” and in… 
stealing nuclear codes.) Microsoft subsequently put much stricter controls on chatbot 
access. Give the name by which the bot referred to itself, which some users have since 
used to refer to the search tool’s persona when it goes “off the rails.” (Hint: it shares the 
name with a world capital.) 

 
42. After the publication of the aforementioned article, Roose subsequently found that even 

unrelated chatbots became unreasonably hostile at the mention of his name and 
declared him to be an “enemy of AI.” He worried that he had become the first victim in 
what philosophical thought experiment—the AI equivalent of Pascal’s Wager—in which 
humans are advised to say nice things about AI, lest they become enemies of a future 
all-powerful AI overlord? (For fans of the webcomic Questionable Content: one of the 
major AI characters in the comic is named for this thought experiment.) 

 
43. This past October saw the debut of what website intended to be “an open source, 

comprehensive collection of all knowledge?” but which mostly seems to be a 
comprehensive collection of plagiarism, hallucinations, and bigotry? Among other things, 



[as of November of 2025], it contains a wildly inaccurate article on “race and intelligence” 
that pulls its “facts” directly from a white supremacist journal. 

 
44. In tests, an AI-powered product called Kumma explained how to light matches, 

discussed bondage techniques and kinky student-teacher roleplay, and told its user 
about the most likely places in their home to find pills and knives. What is Kumma? 

 
45. LLMs are often criticized for being tuned toward sycophantic positivity towards their 

users. Sometimes the results of this can be pretty disturbing and damaging to users’ 
mental health, but occasionally they’re just funny. What was the content of the audio file 
this user presented to ChatGPT as his “music”? 
 

 
 

46. And speaking of things we find funny… Gemini’s Nano Banana is a popular tool for 
creating infographics, but quality control can be…lacking. For example, in this Nano-
created infographic of World Series winners from 1986-2023, most entries have multiple 
errors. However, there is exactly one entry where the year, team location, and team 
name at least almost match reality and the logo is pretty close to the team’s real logo at 
the time. Name the one basically-right year. 



 
47. If you’ve shopped on Amazon (or just let any Kindle display ads on its lockscreen) in 

recent years, you’ve probably seen some of the many, many, many fully AI-generated 
books for sale on the site. Most of them are just garden-variety bad, but in certain 
genres, they can be dangerously bad. Practitioners of what specific, nature-centric 
hobby have raised alarms about the proliferation of AI-written guidebooks offering 
potentially outright lethal advice like “Cut a portion of it and place it on your tongue [...] 
don’t worry, it won’t harm you if you spit it out”? 

 
48. Some AI applications would be alarming even if they worked as well as intended…but 

they often don’t. In a test published by the ACLU in 2018, Amazon’s facial recognition 
software incorrectly matched the photos of 28 members of what group with criminal 
mugshots of entirely different people? (Note: it was, unsurprisingly, roughly twice as 
likely to do so with non-white members of this group.) 

 
49. AI has ruined some things in truly horrific ways. We have focused this bonus more on 

failures one might at least wryly chuckle about, but we felt we would be remiss not to at 



least mention a couple of the AI-related issues that have no humor to them at all. 
Preliminary intelligence reports on the missile strike against an elementary school in Iran 
which killed more than a hundred children suggest that the DoD was working off of 
faulty, AI-generated information provided by what company, whose name has proven to 
be truth in advertising, given that the role of its namesake item in the fantasy series from 
which it is derived is basically just “The Cool-Looking Source of Misinformation That 
Inevitably Leads to Your Downfall.” 
 

50. Incidentally, what did this company’s founder and CEO accuse anyone who wants there 
to be any regulations on AI of being? 

 
51.  In a 2026 study involving how different AI systems would respond to a set of simulated 

political conflicts, researchers found that in 95% of simulations, LLMs did or threatened 
to do what? 

 
52. Alex Cardinell, CEO of AI chatbot company Nomi.AI, appeared on a podcast in 2024 in 

which he argued that it was more important that Nomi chatbots not “break character” 
than that they provide what three-digit number to its users? Nomi chatbots have been 
reported actively encouraging exactly the outcome that number is intended to prevent, 
and at least a dozen lawsuits have been filed against other AI companies because of 
similar behaviors with terrible consequences. 

 

BONUS QUESTIONS 
 
Since one of the hallmarks of AI is “hallucinations” (a.k.a. “making up nonsense”), we felt it 
would be fitting to end this bonus by giving you a chance to make up some nonsense of your 
own.  
 
BONUS QUESTION 1: The video linked below was shared on Twitter by AI-bro Matt Shumer, 
who enthusiastically suggested that it proved AI-generated video games “were going to be 
amazing.” We had a, er, slightly different reaction. We invite you to watch this brilliant work of 
creative genius and then write us a brief argument (or a long one, if you feel inspired to do so) 
for why one or more aspects of it are, in fact, “amazing” game design. Points will be awarded 
based on how much you amuse us. 
 
Direct link to video: https://files.catbox.moe/q8ob1u.mp4 
 
BONUS QUESTION 2: One of the authors of this bonus has a favorite “mess with the less-than-
intelligent LLM” hobby: getting Google’s AI to “explain” proverbs that do not, in fact, exist. To 
Google’s credit, its AI has gotten meaningfully better at saying, “That’s not a real saying” than it 
was when it was first rolled out and would happily affirm almost anything one said, but it will still 
not infrequently provide searchers with a “helpful” explanation of the meaning and origin of 
phrases like “never lick a badger after midnight” or “always juggle your noodles when the moon 

http://nomi.ai/
https://files.catbox.moe/q8ob1u.mp4


is purple.” For this specific bonus point, you MAY use the internet to access any LLM of your 
choice, even if you marked “no” at the top of this page. Please provide the silliest proverb you 
could get your LLM to describe as if it were a real bit of folk wisdom, and the explanation it gave. 
 
BONUS QUESTION 3: Look at the image in Question 46. Please invent a cheer, slogan, 
mascot, hashtag, or any other team-specific content for your favorite team in this image.  
 
Besides all of these being worth bonus points, we’ll share our favorite answers at the end of the 
contest! 
 


